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    Mission Statement:
      The Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society encourages the 

study, cultivation, conservation, and  
appreciation of cacti and other succulent plants.

Email: ConejoCSS@hotmail.com  Facebook: Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society  Web: ConejoCSS.com

 Next Meeting    Wednesday February 7th 
Doors Open at 6:30 Meeting starts at 7:00

                          California Lutheran University - Lundring Events Center
                               130 Overton Court      Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360

                     Belize—'You Won’t Belize It’ 

by Linda Holub

Linda’s interest in cacti and succulents began thirty years ago. In Linda’s words, “I killed them with kindness 
and over watering”. When Linda moved to California in 1988 her interest was renewed. Her interest continued 
to grow, and when she joined the LACSS (Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society) in 2011 she was 
hooked. Through trial, error, and meeting like-minded people Linda’s knowledge grew, and today she has over 
600 different species of cacti and succulents in her collection. In 2015 Linda and four members of the LACSS 
saw a need for a club in Ventura County and formed the Conejo Cactus & Succulent Society. The club has 
grown to over one hundred and thirty members, and is one of the fastest growing (if not the fastest growing) 
clubs in the U.S.  Linda and her husband went on a six-day vacation  to Belize. They found that the resort 
where they were staying had the largest botanical garden in Belize. Linda learned that the garden was the pet 
project of Ella, the wife of the resorts owner. Before meeting  Ella, Linda had the opportunity to explore the 
garden on her own; but after she introduced herself to Ella as the president of the CCSS, Ella  arranged for a 
private tour conducted by David, the gardens curator.  
Linda will be talking about and showing pictures of many of the extraordinary succulents and plants native to  
Belize. The presentation will also feature pictures of native wildlife, Mayan ruins, and cave formations. 



President’s Message February 2024

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society NEW MEETING SCHEDULE for 2024
Starting with January 3, 2024 we will now be meeting on the first Wednesday of every month.

February 7th
March 6th
April 3rd
May 1st
June 5th
July 3rd 

August 7th
September 4th
October 2nd

November 6th
December 4th

	

 Now moving on to a happier subject—our February 21st field trip to the Kingdom of 
Plants Nursery in Carpinteria. Not only does Joe Ambriz, the owner, have several green 
houses with rare and exotic cacti and succulents, he has an extensive array of orchids and 
other plants at extremely reasonable prices.

We will be having lunch at the nursery, so only bring your lunch if you don’t like pizza. 

I’ve heard from a reliable source Joe will be having a plant drawing for us, so it should be 
a fun day, that you won’t want to miss.

Carpooling is encouraged. The location will be announced at our February meeting.

Linda Holub, President, CCSS

AMBRIZ Kingdom of Plants Joe Ambriz -Family owned nursery in Carpinteria CA. 
Passion for Rare and unique plants, Orchids, Tillandsia, cactus, and succulents.

Dear Members,

It is with deep sadness I write my message 
for this month’s newsletter. Our fellow 
member, and dear friend Darwin Harrell 
passed away January 12, 2024. Darwin and 
Gerry Caruso, his partner, made a great team 
for 30 years and were long time members of 
CCSS. Darwin attended most meetings and 
field trips. At our monthly meetings, Darwin 
always bought drawing tickets and there were 
few nights he didn’t leave with a plant(s) 
he’d won.

 Rest in peace Darwin. You will be missed by 
everyone. 



                                                     CCSS 2024 Officers
   President                                       Treasurer                                           Director II, Education                   Website
   Linda Holub                       Chris Gailey                         Terry Wilson                     Tim Alvord
   
  1st VP, Programs                           Secretary                                          Scoop Editor                                   Librarian
   Donna Pachorek               Ryan Ripley                          Ann Hopkinson                 Glen Smith
  2nd VP, POM & Education           Director I, Membership                     Hospitality                                    Propagaton
   Kyle Williams                    Glen Smith                  Julie Cox & Liz Gollner               Terry Wilson  

  3rd VP. Special Events                  Assistant to Director I                       Drawing Coordinator                    Event Publicity        
   Lisa Gailey                        Pam Smith, Membership      Gerry Caruso                    Lisa Gailey O

Volunteering is necessary to the well-being of any club or organization.

Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society needs volunteers to keep the club going since the club is run exclusively 
through volunteer efforts. Volunteering allows you to connect to the Conejo Cactus and Succulent Community 

and help make a better club for all.

5 personal benefits of volunteering 

                                                                1) Gaining new skills
                                                                2) Making new friends
                                                                3) Mental and physical health and well-being
                                                                4) Giving something back
                                                                5) Improving your confidence

Please contact Linda Holub cactuscougar@icloud.com 
or Ann Hopkinson HopkinsonAC04@gmail.com

Refreshments 2024

February 2024 - members whose last names begin with C and D, please bring refreshments to share with the club.

In every monthly newsletter there will be a posting on who’s turn it is to bring refreshments. We go alphabetically by last name.

Thank you for your participation by bringing in refreshments!



                        

IMPORTANT! Membership Dues must be paid no later than February 7th.

 If there are no changes to your membership information, you can write a check and mail it to: 
Conejo Cactus and Succulent Society
530 W. Los Angeles Ave Suite 115-183

Moorpark, CA 93021

 If you have Name, Address, Email, Phone changes, please fill out a new membership form.
Membership forms will be available at the next meeting.
There is a membership form included in this newsletter.

          Individual Membership: $25.00
     Family Membership: $30.00

      Student Membership: $20.00

 Thank you for your continued support of CCSS.

FREEBIE Table - Etiquette

The freebie table is a popular part of our monthly meetings and we want to continue sharing our cuttings.

We are lucky to have such a nice room for our meetings. We need to endeavor to keep it clean and tidy.

* If you bring plants for the freebie table and no one takes them, PLEASE take them home.

* There are no trash cans available for plant material, especially spiny and thorny cuttings.

* Clean your cuttings before bringing them in for the freebie table. Wash off any dirt or dead leaves.

* If we all follow this simple etiquette, the freebie table cleanup will not be left to other members.

* Be courteous to others bring in clean plants and take home all the plants you bring. 









Plant of the Month (POM) What is this all about?
Each meeting of the CCSS will feature a friendly plant show/competition (POM). The goal of the POM is to introduce the 
membership to the various cactus and succulent genera and to open up a discussion of the culture, care and display of these plants. 
We encourage members to share their plants with the other members of CCSS.
POM Submissions
Members may submit up to (3) three plants in each of the two categories (Cactus and Succulent). Plants entered in the intermediate 
and Advanced Divisions must have been owned and maintained by the member for a minimum of one year. Plants entered in the 
Novice Division may be newly acquired plants.

POM Divisions
Novice: 0-25 Total points  Intermediate: 26-100 Total Points            Advanced: >100 Total points  

      When a member has accumulated the total number points in their Division, they will be moved up to the                      
next higher Division in the following calendar year.

POM Judging Criteria
Plants are evaluated according to the following criteria.
Condition (health, form, damage) – 50%
Maturity and Size – 25%
Staging (artistic composition – container, stonework, etc) – 20%
Nomenclature (proper plant identification) – 5%
Additional criteria may include rarity, difficulty in growing, and whether the plant is in flower.

POM Judging
1st Place – 6 points  2nd Place – 3 points     3rd Place – 2 points
All other entries will be awarded 1 point. Entry slips will be collected by the POM Coordinator for  
tabulation, record keeping and publication in the CCSS Newsletter.

We encourage all members to participate in the POM. This is your opportunity to show off your prized treasures or to 
possibly learn how to better care for your plants.

Plant of the Month 2024    

                                               Cactus              Succulent

January      Echinocactus/Ferocactus              Gasteria

February      Columnar Cacti              Aloe

March      Astrophytum                Tylecodon

April      Gymnocalycium              Mesembs

May      Copiapoa              Adenia

June      Eriosyce              Pachypodium

July      Parodia                           Senecio

August                   Mammillaria                                        Euphorbia

September     Variegates             Variegates

October     Echinopsis             Sansevieria

November     Crested/Monstrose                 Crested/Monstrose



CCSS PLANT OF THE MONTH (POM)
January, 2024

Cactus - Ferocactus - Echinocactus
Novice:
2nd Ferocactus peninsulae  Jonathon Zhu
3rd Ferocactus sp. Ann Powers
Intermediate:
1st Ferocactus wislizeni Susan Krevitt
2nd Echinocactus grusonii Cheryl Norris
3rd Ferocactus cylindraceus Cheryl Norris

var. tortulispinus
Advanced:
1st Ferocactus glaucescens Linda Holub
2nd Ferocactus pilosus Linda Holub

syn. Ferocactus stainesii 
3rd Ferocactus glaucescens Linda Holub

Succulents - Gasteria
Novice:
1st Gasteria bicolor var. liliputana Monette Stevens
2nd Gasteria sp. Ann Powers
3rd Gasteria sp. Marsha Bunch

Intermediate:
1st Gasteria bicolor Cheryl Norris
2nd Gasteria ‘Little Warty’ Susan Krevitt
3rd Gasteria batesiana ‘Variegata’ Susan Krevitt
HM Gasteria bicolor Cheryl Norris
Advanced:
1st Gasteria x ‘Green Lizard’ John Martinez
2nd Gasteria excelsa Bryan Chan
3rd Gasteria bicolor var. liliputana Ann Hopkinson

NOTE:
Ann Powers had a Novice 3rd Place winner, Haworthia retusa, in December. Her win and photo were missing 
from the January newsletter. A beautiful Haworthia worthy of an award. Thank you Ann for pointing out this 
oversight.

A good showing for the January POM display. There were 9 Novice, 17 Intermediate, and 12 Advance entries 
for a total of 38 plants.  Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all that participated.

POM is one of the educational segments of our club meetings.  The POM mini show allows the membership 
to become better acquainted with the different succulent plant genera and how to effectively care for and 



Novice, Intermediate, Advanced     January Succulents - Gasteria

Marsha Bunch
Novice 3rd Place
Gasteria species

Ann Powers
Novice 2nd Place
Gasteria species

Monette Stevens
Novice 1st Place
Gasteria bicolor ssp. liliputana

Cheryl Norris
Intermediate HM
Gasteria bicolor

John Martinez
Advanced 1st Place
Gasteria x ‘Green Lizard’

Ann Hopkinson
Advanced 3rd Place
Gasteria bicolor ssp. liliputana

Bryan Chan
Advanced 2nd Place
Gasteria excelsa

Cheryl Norris
Intermediate 1st Place
Gasteria bicolor

Susan Kreevitt
Intermediate 2nd Place
Gasteria ‘Little Warty’

Susan Krevitt
Intermediate 3rd Place
Gasteria batesiana ‘Variegata’



 Novice, Intermediate, Advanced January Cactus - Ferocactus Echinocactus 

Jonathon Zhu
Novice 2nd Place
Ferocactus peninsulae

Ann Powers
Novice 3rd Place
Ferocactus species

Cheryl Norris
Intermediate 2nd Place
Echinocactus grusonii

Susan Krevitt
Intermediate 1st Place
Ferocactus wislizeni

Linda Holub
Advanced 2nd Place
Ferocactus pilosus syn. F. stainesii

Linda Holub
Advanced 3rd Place
Ferocactus glaucescens

Linda Holub
Advanced 1st Place
Ferocactus glaucescens

Cheryl Norris
Intermediate 3rd Place
Ferocactus cylindraceus var. tortulispinus



CSSA Affiliate Letter

CSSA Elections

As a result of the recent CSSA election the three vacant Director’s positions have been filled.

• Jackson Burkholder (2nd term)
• Kelly Griffin (2nd term)
• Jeff Moore

One emergency appointment for a recently vacated Director’s position filled.

Von Watkins

CSSA Business Manager:

Gunnar Eisel, after 14 years as the CSSA Executive Director has stepped down from his position.  Gunnar’s 
contribution to the CSSA has been exceptional and he will be missed.  As a result, the Executive Director’s 
position has been changed to a “Business Manager” position.  The Executive Board has hired Julie Taber 
to fill this position.  We are all looking forwarded to working with her.

To The Point Newsletter

For the past several years, CSSA has provided itsTo The Point newsletter to Affiliates to pass on to their 
members at no charge. This was done to introduce the new publication, to call attention to the CSSA 
webinars, and to increase visibility for CSSA.

At this time, our policy is changing. To The Point will be sent to CSSA members only, who can obtain it by 
logging in to their member portal. We hope that Affiliates will continue to enjoy the newsletter, and to 
promote it by encouraging their members to join CSSA.

CSSA Web Site:

As you may have noticed, the CSSA website is undergoing major modifications.  Please check in often as 
the program continues to develop.

Updated CSSA Organization Rosters:

Over the past few months many clubs have held elections to determine the leadership of their 
organizations.  Quite often this updated information is not passed on to the CSSA.  As a reminder, any 
changes to your club’s board members or schedule of activities can be updated through the CSSA web 
site.  If it is more convenient, you can pass the information on to me and I can update it for you.

Note: Affiliate societies are strongly encouraged to create a society email for point of CSSA contact.  
Currently, most societies are using a member’s personal email as a point of contact.  When that member is 
no longer active in the club and the contact is not update in the CSSA database the CSSA loses its ability 
to communicate with that society.  This has been a significant problem in the past.

Changes in information regarding club meetings, shows, sales and other activities you want posted on the 
calendar of events can be passed on to Laurel Woodly at laurelwood68@yahoo.com  

Annual Affiliate Dues:

An audit of affiliate club dues payments has indicated that some clubs are behind in submitting their annual 
affiliate dues.  Please review your organization’s records to determine if your club is up to date.  If your 
organization is no longer active, a short note indicating so would be greatly appreciated.  For those of you 
that are up to date, thank you very much for your participation. 

Be safe and take care,
John Martinez, Co-Chair CSSA Affiliate Committee

mailto:laurelwood68@yahoo.com%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


My photo records show that I have had this plant since 2012 but my 
memory says longer. When I look at it now,I am amazed at its size. In 
their native habitat they grow to a size of 4-6’. Nice fresh leaves 
look good in the winter but tend to drop off easily in the summer, 
although in the greenhouse it never goes completely dormant. Important 
to keep warm in winter. Doing research I am notified that cutting 
propagation is difficult, but I keep trying. Recommended propagation is 
from seed or grafted onto Portulacaria afra.
My Ceraria was chosen as Best Novice at the 2019 Inter-City Show.

              Ann Hopkinson




